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SUBJECT: FONMIN BOTHA VISITS SWA/NAMIBIA 

REF: (A) PRETORIA 3609, (B) PRETORIA 3501, 

1 . S.A. FOREIGN MINISTER REPORTEDLY VISITED SWA/NAMIBIA 
JULY 25 TO INVESTIGATE BORDER CONDITIONS AND ANGOLAN 
ALLEGATIONS THAT SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES HAD CAPTURED 
THE ANGOLAN BORDER TOWN OF CUANGAR AND SHOT DOWN A 
SOVIET-MADE ANGOLAN PLANE. AFTER HIS VISIT BOTHA SAID 
ON SABC THAT HE HAD INTERVIEWED REFUGEES FROM CUANGAR 
WHO CONFIRMED THAT UNITA WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR BOTH 
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THE ATTACK ON THE CITY JULY 20 AND THE SHOOTING DOWN 

OF A SOVIET AN-26 JULY 12. HE SAID HE HAD ALSO 

TALKED TO A NUMBER OF NAMIBIANS AND SOUTH AFRICAN 

MILITARY LEADERS, AND WAS NOW CONVINCED THAT SOUTH 

AFRICA WAS IMPLICATED IN NEITHER EVENT. HE SAID 

HIS INVITATION TO SYG WALDHEIM TO COME TO NAMIBIA 

TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH ANGOLAN REFUGEES STILL STOOD. 
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THIS WAS, HE SAID, THE ONLY WAY THE WEST COULD ESTABLISH HOW 
MATTERS REALLY STOOD. 

2. DESCRIBING CONDITIONS IN ANGOLA AS SYMPTOMATIC OF 

EVENTS ELSEWHERE IN AFRICA, BOTHA PREDICTED A FURTHER DETERIOR 
ATION IN ANGOLA UNLESS "LEADERS IN AFRICA TOOK FIRM ACTION NOW 
TO CHECK BIG-POWER INTERVENTION." 

3. COMMENT: PRESUMABLY THE SAG IS PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS TO 
REFUTE ANGOLA’S CHARGES OF AGRESSION AT A TIME WHEN NEGOTIATIONS 
OVER NAMIBIA ARE ENTERING A DELICATE PHASE. BOTHA'S TRIP WAS 
APPARENTLY DESIGNED TO DRAMATIZE SOUTH AFRICA'S 

INNOCENCE IN THESE INCIDENTS. 

BOWDLER 
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